Plans for making a track for Pasco Carts

Dave Henry

The tracks I made are 6 feet long with an additional foot of wood 2x4 on each end to clamp or screw things onto the track.  As usual with this kind of project, I would do things a little different if I had to do it over.  I’ll mention these things later.

Materials:  (I got everything at Home Depot)

one   8’ wood 2x4 (nice & straight)





$2.50

two 6’ steel 2x4s  (I cut 4’ off of a 10’ steel stud)  I found 


$1.80 each

one that didn’t have any holes cut out and also had the 

edges “folded” over so they were not sharp.

two 6’ lengths of fluted, aluminum stair edging.  I found


$4.80

that the 12’ lengths were much cheaper, so I got them and cut 

them in half.  (I also was able to make one 12’ track for the front

lab table!)  I aslo found that there are different kinds of stair edging – 

one kind had deeper “flutes” than the other.  The deeper the better.

sheet metal screws or pop rivets





$2.00

The total cost for one 6’ track is about $11.00!


I used the wood 2x4 with steel 2x4s sandwiching the wood.  This made a nice and straight base.  Then I put the aluminum stair treads on either side, spaced to fit the wheels.  The cross section is shown below.  Details (as much as I can remember) are on the next page.
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Step one:

Clamp the steel 2x4s over the wood 2x4.  I used a couple other 2x4s to help squish it together.  Then I drilled holes and put screws in the sides to hold the two steel studs together.  I put the screws about a foot apart.  This makes a very strong & straight beam.

Step two:

Screw on the stair edging.  I drilled new holes in the edging so the screws wouldn’t interfere with the wheels of the cart.  The spacing is critical.  Have a cart handy to be sure the wheels of the cart will run in the first “groove” of the edging.  I used a wood spacer (I can’t remember what size and I don’t have a track handy to measure) to keep the two pieces of edging the right distance apart.

Here is where I would maybe do something different.  I would make the edging adjustable by making a long hole instead of a round one.  You could loosen the screw and adjust the track if it wasn’t working right.

Step three:  Test it.  Have a refreshing beverage.

Let me know if there is anything that doesn’t seem clear or if you have any questions:

dhenry@localnet.com
Happy trails…

Dave 

